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PROJECT SUMMARY

PROJECT LOCATION
Address: 2001, 2009, and 2021 Rainier Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98144
Neighborhood Context: Located in the North Rainier Urban Village, a rapidly changing and historically underserved area. 
The site is within 0.4 miles of the future Judkins Park Light Rail Station and served by frequent bus lines
Census Tract: 53033009400 — categorized as underserved and includes a significant BIPOC population

COMMUNITY OFFERINGS
The development will include:
•	 157 affordable housing units (including studios, 

1- to 4-bedroom units).
•	 31,000 SF of non-residential space, including:

	- Urban League’s future headquarters  and 
small business incubator space (28,000 SF)

	- Coffee shop and tenant office space (4,500 SF)
•	 The project supports Urban League’s mission of advancing 

education, economic empowerment, and housing equity for 
historically underserved communities.

•	 Potential to have affordable condo homeownership opportunity 
nearby, as well as affordable daycare

PROJECTED COMMUNITY IMPACT
Current Conditions:
•	 Underutilized commercial property, previously occupied by 

7-Eleven and Baskin-Robbins, both vacated after a fire. Site is 
largely paved with minimal landscaping.

Anticipated Outcomes:
•	 Vibrant mixed-use housing and services hub
•	 Enhances walkability, public infrastructure 

(streetscape, sidewalks), and access to transit
•	 Delivers affordable housing and essential 

services to low-income families and BIPOC 
residents

POPULATION SERVED/EMPLOYED
Residents: 100% of housing units will be affordable to households earning 
at or below 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI), with a focus on working 
families and BIPOC communities. 
Demographics: The Rainier Valley neighborhood is predominantly 
composed of low-income and racially diverse populations that are 
disproportionately affected by housing cost burden and displacement.

JOB CREATION
Construction Jobs:
•	 The project will support local hiring and Women and Minority 

Owned Businesses and Enterprises. Efforts will be made to ensure 
accessible employment for individuals with varying education levels. 
Construction jobs will meet applicable Prevailing Wage rates.

Permanent Jobs:
•	 Supports consolidation of ULMS staff from scattered sites and provides space for +25–40 new 

staff over 3-5 years



ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND
Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle (ULMS) 
•	 Established in 1930
•	 A 501(c)(3) nonprofit focused on Black and underserved communities
•	 Operates over 20 programs in education, health, housing, workforce 

development, and advocacy
•	 Mission: To empower Black and other historically underserved 

people to thrive for generations through social and economic justice

PROJECT COST AND 
USE OF FUNDS
Total Project Cost: $160 million

•	 Urban League Flagship Facility: Funded by a $40 million capital 
campaign comprised of public and private resources including 
state and local grants, legislative appropriations, foundation, 
corporate and individual donor funds that will be used to acquire 
and build out Urban League’s office space, tenant office, business 
incubator, coffee shop and 140+ parking spaces. The space will 
also feature art curated by Vivian Phillips, reflecting the culture and 
community it serves.

•	 Affordable Housing: $121 million. The Family Housing component 
will be funded through a combination of 4% Low Income Housing 
Tax Credits and bond financing, paired with financing from the 
Amazon Housing Equity Fund, Washington State Housing Trust 
Fund and Seattle Office of Housing.

PROJECT TIMELINE
•	 Site Control: Achieved (owned by ULMS)
•	 Schematic Design Complete: July 2025
•	 Receive Building Permit: Q4 2027
•	 Construction Start: Q4 2027
•	 Temporary Certificate of Occupancy:       

Q4 2029

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
•	 Growth Area: Located in a high-growth transit-oriented 

development zone; over 5,000 units planned or under construction 
nearby.

•	 Community Integration:
	- Near parks, healthcare, education, retail
	- High visibility corridor (Rainier Ave S: 

~45,000 cars/day)
•	 Historic Disinvestment: The site addresses 

a critical shortage of large family units and 
community-serving infrastructure in South 
Seattle.

TO LEARN MORE OR GET 
INVOLVED, REACH OUT AT 
ECC@urbanleague.org


